THE    GREAT    TUDORS
the King, and in the succeeding years he, his brothers, and
a partner of the name of Copeland were chartering ships
from the Crown, or lending it their own. In 1520 he was
providing Wolsey with foreign workmen for the tapestry
work at Hampton Court. He even advanced money to
the artificers. The next year we need not be astonished
to find him petitioning Wolsey for licence to carry out
foreign transactions the duty on which exceeded ^2,000.
But Wolsey was not a very safe friend. His plan of
" benevolences" found little favour with the Common
Council, and when Richard Gresham spoke in its favour
before that body, with only two who agreed with him, it
began to look as if the Minister's favour could be too dearly
bought. Nor were his troubles confined within the shores
of this island. The following year, 1526, found him and
his brothers arrested at Nieuport, as hostages, because some
of the Emperor's ships were under arrest in England. His
friend and customer Hochstetter's safe conduct was value-
less and led apparently to a quarrel with the latter. He
obtained freedom, but the death of Wolsey was a blow, and
an embarrassment in two ways. The great man was no
longer popular above or below stairs, and was moreover
(so he himself declared on his death-bed) in Gresham's
debt. Nor can it have been to his advantage to have been
a creditor of Queen Anne Boleyn on the day of her execution.
By what manoeuvres or wise silences Gresham escaped being
involved with his rising fortunes in so many that were falling
does not transpire. But he was in favour evidently by 1537,
was knighted, and held the office of Lord Mayor of London.
It is true that, as Sheriff, he had presided at the burning of
heretics, and now set himself zealously to enforce the Six
Articles. He dissolved the Monastery at Walsingham, and
for one or all of these judicious deeds was in a position to
ask Thomas Cromwell to obtain him a doe from the royal
preserves for his feast. So that he seems to have righted
his fortunes by the time he fell sick and died at his Bethnal
Green mansion, from which he had a magnificent funeral
at St. Lawrence Jewry. Such was the father, such the
family stock and tradition, such the precarious times of our
Thomas Gresham.
It is almost fatally attractive to date some great change in
human destiny or man's daily habit by the number of a
certain year, or to make it the deliberate achievement
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